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LETTERS

NEWS

4 Biotech patent directive stirs up dissension

4 How tobacco plants ‘talk’ to each other

4 Row over transfermium elements edges towards resolution
4 Unilever puts its speciality chemicals division up for sale

EUROPEAN PATENTS

PETROCHEMICALS

The rapidly changing world of 1,4-butanediol

Mark Morgan of Chem Systems takes a look at what will drive demand for 1,4-
butanediol in the next century.

MEDICINAL CHEMISTRY

Carbohydrate drugs — an ongoing challenge

Joseph McAuliffe and Ole Hindsgaul of the University of Alberta examine the
new pharmacopoeia of therapeutic drugs based on carbohydrates.

REVIEWS

HIGHLIGHTS

PERKIN -

Ben Luberoff looks at proposals for fuel-cell electric cars.

COMMENT

Laissez faire in the laboratory
Terence Kealey explains why government funding could be harming science.
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