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Abstract

Setting a Cut Score on a Criterion Referenced Achievement Test

in Mathematics for the fourth —Grade middle school pupils.

( A Comparative Study between Angoff’s and Nedelsky’s Methods)

This study aims at comparing Angoff’s and Nedelsky’s methods to determine
the cut score .It also aims at detecting the validity evidence in favour of each
method. Therefore, we developed a criterion referenced test in Mathematics
for the fourth- grade middle school pupils. The test is composed of (20)
twenty multiple - choice items.

The study consisted of two kinds of samples.The first sample consisted
of twelve (12) subject matter experts (SEM)(experienced fourth-grade middle
school teachers) whose task was to estimate, item by item, the performance
of the barely acceptable examinees on the test for which a cut score is desired.
The second sample consisted of 173 fourth- grade middle school pupils who
were randomly selected and whose task was to answer the test questions.

The final results demonstrated that the group of judges arrived at a
significantly higher cutting score value using the Angoff method than when
using The Nedelsky procedures.

Furtheremore, judges estimates using both methods correlate strongly and
positively with the actual difficulty of test items. The results also indicated
that the difference in the internal consistency between the two methods was
not statistically significant, though, the Angoff method demonstrated
somewhat a higher internal consistency .

Finally the study resulted in a positive kappa coefficient for the prediction of
the examinees level classification in the middle education certificate (BEM).
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