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to weather aircraft industry cycles.

21 Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer
prepares for first flight
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exploration plans for decades
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to Mars Rover program
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50 Gulfstream banking on
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 The first Airbus A380 mega-transp
is scheduled to roll out this Decem
 and take its maiden flight in Janu
2005. The program, Europe’s b

aviation undertaking, is gaining
momentum and production is un
 (seep. 40). The No. 1 A380’s
section and center fuselage were joil
- recently at Airbus’ St. Nazaire
Britanny, facilities and will be
later this year to the final asse
- in Toulouse (Airbus photo
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chain; U.S. content at 50%
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space exploration coalition
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Next step in directed infrared counter-
measures systems development nears.
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round of new plans.
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